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path of the tree for the user; and transmitting an identifier identifying one 
of the set of nodes to be used. 

The set of nodes may be transmitted to the user during the radio access 
bearer establishment session between the user and a base station. The set of 
nodes may be included in the transport format set. 

The identifier may be transmitted in a data packet. The identifier may be 
transmitted in a transport format combination identifier. 

The invention will now be described by way of example with reference to the 

accompanying drawings, in which: 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 illustrates the basic principle of a code tree; 

Figure 2 is a flow diagram illustrating the general steps of a channelisation 
code allocation technique according to the prior art; 

Figure 3 illustrates a specific example of code allocation according to the 
technique of Figure 2; ' 
Figure 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the general steps of a new 
channelisation code allocation technique; 

Figures 5(a) and 5(b) illustrate a specific example of code allocation 
according to the technique of Figure 4; 

Figure 6 illustrates the general steps in communicating a channelisation 

code for the downlink according to a known technique; and 

Figure 7 illustrates the general steps in communicating a channelisation 

code for the downlink according to a new technique. 

Description of Preferred Embodiment 

The new technique for allocating channelisation codes described herein 
applies equally to channelisation code allocation in the uplink and the 
downlink. In the following description a general introduction to the concept 
of channelisation codes is given, followed by an overview of one current 
technique for allocating channelisation codes. Thereafter, the new technique 
of allocation of channelisation codes is described. 

The channelisation codes for UMTS for the uplink as well as for the 
downlink are orthogonal variable spreading factor (OVSF) codes which 
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1. A method of communicating a selected channelisation code for a 
downlink to a user, comprising: transmitting a set of nodes of a code tree 
comprising a defined path of the tree for the user; and transmitting an 
identifier identifying one of the set of nodes to be used. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the set of nodes are transmitted to the 
user during the radio access bearer establishment session between the 
user and a base station. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the set of nodes are included in the 
transport format set. 

4. The method of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the identifier is transmitted in 
a data packet. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the identifier is transmitted in a 
transport format combination identifier. 
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Re Item V 

1) With regard to present claim 1 the document WO-A-95 03625 (hereinafter referred 
to as D1) discloses a method of communicating a selected channelisation code for 
a downlink to a user (abstract), comprising transmitting a set of nodes of a code 
tree comprising a defined path of the tree for the user and transmitting an 
identifier identifying one of the set of nodes to be used (page 13-17). 

Hence claim 1 does not fulfill the requirements of Articles 33(2)&(3) PCT since its 
subject matter is not novel and does not involve an inventive step. 

The above objections could also be raised based on I Chi-Lin et al: "Multi-Code 
CDMA Wireless Personal Communications Networks" Communications Gateway 
to Globalisation. Proceedings of the Conference on Communications, Seattle, 
June 18-22, 1995 (hereinafter referred to as D2). 

2) Regarding dependent claims 2-5 the subject matter of claim 2 is known from or 
rendered obvious by D1 and the respective subject matter of claims 3-5 are the 
results of purely implementational decisions and do therefore not contribute to an 
inventive step. 

Hence claims 2-5 does fulfill the requirements of Article 33(2)PCT but not those of 
Article 33(3) PCT since their subject matter is novel but does not involve an 
inventive step. 

Re Item VII 

1) Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with known features (see 
D1) being placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining 
features being included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

Said claim should therefore have been redrafted accordingly. 

2) To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the documents D1 and D2 
should have been identified in the description and the relevant background art 
disclosed therein should have been discussed. 
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